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Structure of the presentation

1. Sustainability, in radioactive waste 

management (RWM) & in my own profession

2. Particular complexity of RWM development 

and implementation

3. ñStepwise Decision Makingò ïIdeal features 

and challenges

4. Contributions of Civil Society

ï How can the local communities contribute to and 

enjoy sustainability?

5. Review of major needs for legislation



Sustainability
ÅLisbon Strategy : Make the EU "the most dynamic and 

competitive knowledge-based economy in the world 

capable of sustainable economic growth with more 

and better jobs and greater social cohesion, and 

respect for the environmentby 2010ò

ÅñTriple bottom lineò accounting : Success is 
measured  as

ïenvironmental protection

ïeconomic gain

ïwell-being of individuals & communities 

ïethical correctness

ÅFinding an appropriate, durable balance 

between all the families of goals is central
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Sustainability ðDefinitions

ÅñMeeting the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability 

of future generations to meet their 

own needsò

ÅñImproving the quality of human 

life while living within the carrying 

capacity of supporting eco-

systemsò 
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Waste and Sustainability
ÅRadioactive waste = ñthose materials resulting from 

nuclear activities for which no use is foreseen, and 

which contain or are contaminated with radionuclides in 

concentration above the exception limitsñ (Romanian law)

ÅIn many economic contexts, waste includes material 

intended to be recycled (ex: Spent  nuclear fuel) 

ÅSustainability needs to be assessed for the overall 

practice that results in the production of waste  

ÅSustainability principles may be applied to the 

development of solutions for waste management

ïAssess the environmental, economic, socio-

political & ethical sustainability of the selected 

management approach or combination of 
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Sustainability é for a 

Social Psychologist

ÅñImproving the quality of human life

while living within the carrying 

capacity of supporting  ...systemsò

ÅIf we want a practice to be sustainable we 

have to check that our ecological, 

economic, societal and ethical systems 

can carry it

ÅSustainability of RWM = Fitting RWM into 

society and into quality of life
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Taking care of all 4 systems

ÅA question of scale : Focussing on 

ïEach phase of life cycle

ïEach territorial or institutional level of decision

ïOré Each level of experience

International

National

Regional

Local

Most power

Least power

Least affected

Most affectedAarhus Convention



Inclusive Governance

ñProcesses that engage the widest 

practicable variety of players in decision 

making around common affairsò
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More questions of 

scale or nature

ÅIn RWM and specifically for planning, 
constructing and implementing a 
storage/disposal facility:

ïMany decisions of different natures (technical 
and societal) must be made

ïThe decisions are of different sizes or 
importance, large and small

ïThe entire decision making process (DMP)
make take many years or even generations



Ex: Time needed for implementation
From: óManaging Radioactive Waste Safely, a framework for implementing 

geological disposalô. A public consultation by Defra, DTI and the Welsh and Northern 

Irish devolved administrations, 25th June 2007 
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Example of complexity of a full legal and administrative process




